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FORSICH SERVICE ines 7 
FROM Amembassy NOSCOM -  « 
TO . THE DEPARTVENT OF STATS, WASHINGTON . November 2, 1959 
REP Ourtel 1304, October 31, 1959 | 


SUBJECT CITIZENSHIP: Lee Earvey OSWALD 


Mr. Lee Harvey OSWALD, an American citizen, appeared at this Embassy’ October 31. 


1959 and stated to Second Secretary I Richard E. Snyder that he wishes to renounce 
his Anerican citizenship and that he had applied to tecome a citizen of the Soviet 
Union. He presented to the interviewing officer his passport and the following 
Signed, undated, handwritten statement, the oer of which is retained ary the 
Enbassy (misspellings ere as in a original): 


| "T Lee Harey (cq) Oswald do hereby sieeue that my Sresent cit anes 
* in the United States of emerica, be revoked. / 


"T have entered the Soviet Union for the express purpose of appling © 
for citizenship in the Soviet Cae » through the means of naturalization. 


“Hy xequest for a is bow pending before the Surprem Soviet 
of the U.S.S.R. | : | 


ra take these steps for political reasons. My request for the revoking 
of my American citizenship is made ay after the longest and most serious _ 
considerations. 


. "f epPirm that my axiaginnes iq 46 the Uniten of Sovtet Sect ialist ; Republi ies." 
Bs: : - | s/ Lee H. Oswald » 


Oswald is the bearer of Passport No. 1733242, issued September 10, 1959 
(retained at the Eubassy). The passport shows that he wes born in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on October 18, 1939, and gives his occupation as “shipping export agent” e 
Oswald gave his last address in the United States as that of his mother at 
4936 Collinwood Street, Fort Worth, Texes. A telegram subsequently received at 
the Enbassy for him indicates that a brother, Robert L. Oswald, resides at 
7313 Davenport, Fort Worth, Texas. He stated that he was discharged from the U. 5. 
Merine Corps on September 11, 1959. Highest grade achieved was corporal. Oswald 
evidently epplied for his p2ssport to the Agency at San Francisco while still in 
service. He stated that he had contemplated the ection which he took for about 
two-years before his discharge. He departed from the United States through New 
Orleans with the intent of traveling to the Soviet Union through Northern Surope. 
Ee states that ne first oe -for a Soviet tourist visa in Helsinki on October 14, 
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that he enplied for Soviet citizenship by letter to the Suvreme Soviet. on 
Cctober. 16 in Moscow. He stated that he did not rention his intent to remain 


in the Soviet Union to the Soviet Exbassy in Helsinki at the time of his visa 
application. 


Throughout the interview Oswald's manner was agepressive, arrogant, and 
uncooperative. He appeared to be competent. He insisted that he did not wish 
to waste time in discussion or answering questions concerning his "personal" 
affairs beyond what was directly related to divesting himself of his American’ 
citizenship. He was contemptuous of any efforts by the interviewing officer in + 
his interest, made clear that he wanted no advice from the Enbassy. He stated ~ 
that he knew the provisions of U. S. lew on loss of citizenship and declined to 


have them revieved by the interviewing officer. Im short he displayed all the 
eirs of a new sophomore party—lLiner. . 





Oswald gave as the "principal reason" for his decision that "Iam a marxist”, - 
but declined any further elaboration of his motives. However, other remarks . 
bearing cn his attitude were made during the interview. At one point he alluded 
to hardships endured by his mother as a "worker" end stated that he did not intend 
to have this happen to him. He also referrred to himself several times as. 
a "worker", but admitted that he had never held a civilien job, having entered 
the Marine Corps directly fron junior year of high school. (Ue claimed to have 
completed high school while in service.) He stated that his service in Okinawa 
and elsewhere "gave me a chence to observe ‘Americen imperialism.'" At another 
point he reacted sensitively when asked, in connection with his rank in the Marine 
Corps, whether he felt he should have had a higher grade. 


Oswald categorically refused to discuss his family beyond stating that he-. 
was not married and that he has a mother in Texas. He had obliterated the = 
address written on the inside cover of his passport and steadfastly refused to , 
give eny last home address until it was elicited by the "threat" that nothing 
could be done about his request to renounce his citizenship without this 7 
information. After giving the address noted above, he then confirmed that it 
was his mother's eddress. He would not say whether he hed informed his mother 
and rebuffed any suggestion of concern for her. ° 


Oswald offered the informetion that he had been a radar operator in the 
Marine Corps and that he had voluntarily stated to unnaned Soviet officials that 
as a Soviet citizen he would make Imowm to them such information concerning the 


Marine Corps and his speciality as he possessed. Ee intimated that he might know.’ 
something of special interest. 


y 


Oswald is presently residing in non~-tourist status at the Metropole Hotel 
in Moscow awaiting the Soviet response to his application for citizenship. As 
his Soviet visa and militia registration expired on October 22, 1959, and have 


not been renewed, he is patently in a technically illegal residence status with 
the tacit consent of the Soviet authorities. " 


For what significance it may have, the foregoing was also the pattern in 


the“Hicholas” PETRULLI tase (our Despatch 111, September 11, 1959). Having 
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evides ely concluded, after allowing Petrulld to lengish “illegally” in a Local 
hotel for a mouth, that he was no asset as a Soviet citizen, tic Soviets 
suddenly invited hin to dzpart, pointing out that he had “overs teyed" his visae 


) . , 
In view of the Petrulli case and other considerations, the Enbassy proposes 
to delay action on Oswald's request to execute an oath of renunciation to the 
extent dictated by developments and subject to the ee eadvicee 


ee ee oe eee 


/s/ Edward L. Freers 
Edward L. Freérs 
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Mr. Loa Narvoy OSIALD, m Jrsricca catizen, tppcared at this Eabassy Oototur 3, 


ho kh 


cratary Fichard EB. Capder that he wishes to renomees 


a2 applicd to becozs a citicm of ths Soviet 


ewing officer his pocrsers and tho follexing 


siimed, undated, handwritten statement, the origtral cf ciich is setained by thes 
Labassy (misspellings are as in oricinal): ¥ 


"I Lee llarey (cq) Oswald do hereby request that ay precenS citicenchip 


“" {mn the United States of arnrica, 


be revoked, 


~, i have entered the Sovict Union for the exprera purpore ef appling * 
for citizenship in the Sovict Union, through the nccns of paturalication, 


"Yy request for citisenship 


. of the 0.5.3.1 


is now pending before the Sarprem Soviet 


lar 


“I take these steps for political reasons. My request for the reve &-G& 
made only after the longest end most seri ce 


of my Aroricun cititenship is 
considcrationa, 


“I affina that my allegiance is to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics." 


s/ lea He. Omald 


‘Wwald is tho bearer of Pascpors lo. 17332h2, icsurd Scoteaber 10, 1959 
(retained at the E:bosxy), The pacuners ehous that he vas boca in icw Orleans, 
Louimicna, om Octobor 18, 1939, ond ci- 
Oswsid cave hia last address in the United States as that of his mothsr ab 
L936 Collinwoed Street, Fort Yorth, Temas A tedrnris subseancatly meetved at 
the Pabassy for hin indi: ites that o erotner, Robert L, Cowald, reaides et 


7313 Davenport, Fort werth, Tezan 


Marine Corps on September 11, 1959. 


He 


“O9 Nis occupztion as "shipping export agent". 


stated thzt >a ts discharced froa the U. $8, 


Richest greco echitved wus corporal. Oz:ald 


swidently applied for his passport to ths Arency at Sun Francisca while stil. in 
‘urvica. He ctatad that ho had contrem2sicd the action which he took for nbout 

vwo Forrs before his discharge. He d- -a-*=4 from tho United Staten thrush New 
Orle.> with the intmt of traveling to t:.2 Soviet Uaion throuch Northern Europa, 
ie .tates thet So fest epplicd for a Soviet touriat visa in Nelsinit an Outober 24, 
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October 16 in Moscow, le rtated that he did rot mmition his intent to recesin i 
in the Soviet Union to the Soviet Babsssy in Esloinkt at the tima of his risa 


application, 


Throughout the intorview Oswald's manner sas acgressive, arrogant, and " 


uncooperative, He appeared to be competmt, He insisted that he did not wish 
to waste time in discussion or tnmworing questions conceming his "persona]® 
affairs boyond what wan directly related to divesting himelf of his American 
citisenship, He was cantcuptuous of any efforts by the intervdewing officer in 
hia intorest, made cloar that he wanted no advice from the Embassy, He stated 
that he know the provisions of U. S. lew on lcse of citisenship and declined to 
have then reviewed by the intervicving officer, In short he displayed all the 
airs of a new sophomore party-lincr, 


Cewald pave as the “principal reason® for his decision that "I an a marxist®, 
but declined any further elaboraticn of his roti-es, Lovever, other remarks 
bearing on his attitudg wre rads during the interview. At one point he alluded 
te iardships encured by his mother as a “Sorker" and stated that he did not intend 
to have this happcn to hin. He also refarmed to himself several tines cs 
a “worver", but adcitted that he had nover held a civilian job, baving entered 
‘he Marine Corps directly from junior yeur of high school, (He claincd to have 
completed high school while in service.) He stated that hig servics in Okinawa 
and slsoxhere "gave me a chance to obsorve American imperialicn,'® At another 
point he reacted sensitively when arked, in connection with his rank in the Karine 
Corps, whether he falt he should have had a hichor grade, 


Oswald categorically refused to discuss his faxily beyond stating that he 


. as pot married and that he has a mthor in Toms, Ilo had obliterated the 


address written oo the insids cover of his pascport and atendfastly refused to 
give any last home address wmtil it wo olicited by the "threat® that nothing 
could be dong about his request to rcnoinca his citizenship without this 
informtion, After giving the address noted above, he then confirmed that it 
was his sothor's aiidress. Ho would not cay whother he had informed his nother 


ang rebuffed any suggestion of concern for her, 


Ommld cffered the informtion that he had bom a rodar operator in the 
Marine Corps end that he hed volratarily stated to unnomed Sovict officials that 
ag @ Soviet citisen he vould mre knoin to thes such informtias concerning the 
Marine Corps and his specielity as ho possessed, He intinated that he might know 
Bomsthing of spccicl interest, _ 


Oswald 19 prescntly residing in nen-tourict ctstus at the Katropole Rotal 
in Moscow awaiting the Ssrviet recpomia to his anplicntien for citiccnachip. As 
his Sovict vies and militia rezistration copirs2 cn Octsher €2, 1959, oud have 
not beon renexed, he is poten ‘ly in = teciadecDy ddectl rericence ctstes with 
tha tacit cosscns of tho Covict auth-ritios, 


Fos wut sigantSicence 1% rey have, the foresct 2 van also the pattcm in 
-~«/ 


| the ilicholas PETEULLE case (our Doopit:h 111, Ccptenber 11, 1959), Having 
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